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la connection with our telephone interview scheduled for December 16, 2003, Tuesday, 
at 1 p.m. with Examiner To for U.S. Patent Application No. 09/559,223, we would like to 
discuss the references of Middlebrook (U.S. Patent No. 5,930,809) and Nanjo(U.S. Patent No. 
5,778,361). At this point, we do not have proposed claim amendments. During the interview, we 
would like to discuss two aspects of the claimed invention. The first aspect relates to how 
matches for ft ^*^ r " ] * r T*^ fll r^ tpH , for example, in Applicant's Claim 1, as 

. .producing results in which each of said one or more strings is ranked in accordance with a 
frequency of said each string within one or more documents." The second aspect relates to an 
unspecified portion in a query and is recited, for example, in Applicant's Claim 148, as 
". . .receiving a query containing an unspecified portion, said unspecified portion including a 
restriction that defines at least one of: a syntactical criter ia, a morphological criteria , and a 
criteria defined in accordance with a determination by a computer program/* 
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